
The Michigan Adoption Resource Exchange is 
a program of Judson Center and is funded by 
the Michigan Department of Human Services.

To learn about foster care adoption and view 
photolistings and videos of waiting children, 
visit our website at www.mare.org.
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Yo u t h  N e w s l e t t e r

...

G O T  B I G  D R E A M S ?  L E T ’ S  H E A R  ‘ E M
Yo u  c o u l d  e a r n  
s o m e  g i f t  c a r d s

Sharpen your pencils and get 
out some blank sheets of paper 
because the Michigan Adoption 
Resource Exchange has got a 
way for you to dream up some 

spending cash, er, a gift card from 
places such as Target, Walmart, Barnes 
& Noble and Five Below.

We’re giving you three choices of 
topics to write about, and all you have 
to do is a little dreaming (see page 2 
for details).

What’s that? Writing isn’t your 
strength? Well, perhaps you’d like to 
draw a picture based on the three 
topics or something entirely different. 
Well, the deal is still the same.

Submit your work, whether it’s a 
drawing, painting, story or poem, and 
you’ll earn a $10 gift card per submis-
sion. Here are some directions for sub-
mitting your work along with rules to 
abide by:

• Once you’ve completed your 
work and it’s ready to send, ask a staff 
member or adoption worker to submit 
your entries to Jennifer Brooks, 3840 
Packard Road, Suite 170, Ann Arbor, 
MI, 48108 or have them email your 
submission to jennifer_brooks@jud 
soncenter.org.

• Once your submission is received, 
Jennifer will mail the gift card(s) to 
the adoption worker to give to you. 
However, there’s one thing to keep 
in mind: MARE has a cap of three gift 
cards per month.

And if those gifts cards aren’t 
enough incentive for you, perhaps 
becoming immortalized is. After all, 
your submissions likely will wind up in 
print in a newsletter or periodical and 
perhaps on Facebook. 

So don’t delay. Turn to page 2  
for inspiration that can net you some 
easy money.

mailto:jennifer_brooks%40judsoncenter.org?subject=submission%20for%20gift%20care
mailto:jennifer_brooks%40judsoncenter.org?subject=submission%20for%20gift%20care


if you are a youth and want to have your artwork or writing featured on mare, have your worker contact jennifer brooks by calling 734.528.2061 or 
by e-mailing jennifer _ brooks@judsoncenter.org. you can submit up to 3 pieces a month and receive a $10 gift card for each submission. 

E A S Y  M O N E Y  F O R  Y O U R  S T O R Y

Your dream job

You’re the movie 
director

What kind of movie would 
you like to make? What 
would it be about? 
Who would star in it 
and why? 
W h e r e 
would it 
be shot 
and why?

Your perfect day
What would your perfect day be 
like? Maybe you’d go sledding at 
sunrise, have lunch on the beach, 
then get your highest score ever in 
a basketball game that night. Any-
thing goes! Write about your per-
fect day.

Digging dinosaur bones, helping the sick, teaching 
music, building bridges ... What do you dream of doing 
as an adult? Write about your “dream job” and why 
you’ve chosen it.

mailto:jennifer_brooks%40judsoncenter.org?subject=artwork/writing%20submission


A N  I N S I D E R ’ S  V I E W P O I N T
D y l a n  t e l l s  w o r k e r s ,  f a m i l i e s  w h a t  i t ’s  l i k e  w a i t i n g  f o r  h o m e 

Dylan strayed from “preaching to the choir” when he 
wrote about his experience in foster care. Instead, 
with his therapist’s help, he wrote a PowerPoint pre-
sentation that is aimed, not at fellow foster care chil-
dren, but at an audience of adoption workers as well 

as adoptive families. Perhaps you can relate to his message 
in the presentation entitled “How to Help, Not Hurt.”

In it, Dylan wrote about foster children’s feelings and 
behavior. He talked about how foster children might show 
misbehavior such tantrums, physical and verbal aggression 
and ignoring others – particularly workers. He also told his 
audience “what you cannot see, but I can feel.

“Anger at parents,” he wrote, “resentments towards 
workers and parents, sadness from not being with parents, 
and depression from not having a family.”

Then he addressed why foster kids have difficulty trust-
ing others. He cited “abuse, betrayal, not staying in one 
foster family,” adding that those problems can trigger be-
haviors such as isolation and avoidance. 
When he wrote about how foster children, 
particularly teens, feel about 
not having a place to call 
home, Dylan doesn’t 
mince words. 

“Holidays stink,” 
he says. Foster 
teens tend to rebel 
by not following 
rules in the foster 
home and at 
school. They might 
resort to smoking 
and drinking and 
“fighting because we 
are angry,” he wrote.

Near the end of his 
presentation, Dylan 
talked about what 
foster children “really 
want you to know.

“Kids have feelings, too,” he 
said. “We just don’t show them 
easily, and we try not to talk 
about it.”

Then he went on to sum 
up his own struggles while 
living in the foster care 
system.

“Sometimes I still 
sabotage myself,” he 
said. “I still want a 
family, but I get ner-
vous and scared so 
I act up. I’m trying 
to do better with 
that, and hoping that 
someone will get who 
I am and what I need.  
… I want a family who 
will stick with me, no 
matter how hard I try to 
push them away. “ 

Dylan, 14

Photos by 
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Y O U T H  R E S O U R C E S
F o s t e r C l u b  -  F o s t e r C l u b  i s  a  n a t i o n a l  n e t w o r k  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n  f o s t e r  c a r e  a n d 
y o u n g  f o s t e r  c a r e  a l u m n i .  T h e  s i t e  i n c l u d e s  b l o g s  f r o m  c u r r e n t  f o s t e r  y o u t h ,  s u c c e s s 
s t o r i e s  f r o m  y o u t h  w h o  h a v e  c o m e  o u t  o f  t h e  f o s t e r  s y s t e m  a s  w e l l  a s  c e l e b r i t i e s  w h o 
f a c e d  f o s t e r  c a r e .  I t  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  a  l i s t i n g  b y  s t a t e  o f  c o n t a c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  p r o f e s -
s i o n a l s  a n d  h o t l i n e s .

M i c h i g a n  Y o u t h  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  I n i t i a t i v e  -  M Y O I  i s  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e 
M i c h i g a n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H u m a n  S e r v i c e s ,  t h e  J i m  C a s e y  Y o u t h  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  I n i t i a t i v e , 
t h e  O a k l a n d / L i v i n g s t o n  H u m a n  S e r v i c e s  A g e n c y ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t -
n e r s .  M Y O I ’ s  g o a l  i s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n  f o s t e r  c a r e  h a v e  s u c c e s s f u l  o u t c o m e s 
i n  h o u s i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  e m p l o y m e n t ,  c o m m u n i t y  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  h e a l t h . 

F o s t e r  Y o u t h  i n  T r a n s i t i o n  -  A n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  i s  g e a r e d  t o w a r d s  y o u t h  w h o  a r e 
a g i n g  o u t  o f  f o s t e r  c a r e .  I t ’ s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  y o u t h - o r i e n t e d  s i t e  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
a d v i c e ,  i n t e r a c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  a n d  a  u s e f u l  g l o s s a r y  o f  f o s t e r  c a r e  t e r m s .  T h i s  i s  a  w e b s i t e 
w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  i s s u e s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  c u r r e n t  a n d  f o r m e r  f o s t e r  y o u t h . 
T h e  s i t e  p r o v i d e s  l i n k s  o n  h o w  t o  d e v e l o p  s u p p o r t s ,  f i n d  s e r v i c e s ,  g e t  a n s w e r s  t o  i m -
p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  j u s t  k e e p  y o u  p o s t e d  o n  w h a t ’ s  n e w .

C a m e l l i a  N e t w o r k  -  C a m e l l i a  N e t w o r k  h a r n e s s e s  t h e  p o w e r  o f  n e w  t e c h n o l o g y  t o 
c o n n e c t  y o u t h  “ a g i n g  o u t ”  o f  t h e  f o s t e r  c a r e  s y s t e m  w i t h  a  c o m m u n i t y  o f  r e s o u r c e s , 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d  s u p p o r t .  Y o u t h  h a v e  p r o f i l e s  o n  t h e  s i t e ,  g i v i n g 
t h e m  a  p l a c e  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  s h a r e  t h e i r  g o a l s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  a n d  a r t i c u l a t e 
w h a t  t h e y  n e e d  t o  b e  s u c c e s s f u l .  I n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  c o m p a n i e s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  a r e 
a b l e  t o  c o l l e c t i v e l y  p r o v i d e  t h e  s u p p o r t  t h e s e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  l a c k  b y  o f f e r i n g  u p  d o s e s  o f 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  c a r e e r  a d v i c e ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  h e l p 
t h e m  n a v i g a t e  t h e i r  w a y  i n t o  a d u l t h o o d .

For more information on getting involved with these organizations contact Jen Brooks at jennifer_brooks@judsoncenter.org or 734. 528.2061.

November 1, 2014
Grand Rapids Match 
Party
11 a.m.- 2 pm 
Check the MARE website 
for more details when 
they become available.
 

For more infor-
mation regarding 
these events 
please contact 
Jennifer Brooks, 
MARE Youth  
Specialist: Jennifer_brooks@judsoncenter.org

Fostering Success Michigan is seek-
ing student stories to be highlighted 
on their website!

We are currently seek-
ing students who are in-
terested in being featured 
on our website. We have 
all heard the statistics and 
know about the obstacles 
students face. This is an 
opportunity for students 
and professionals alike to 
read the success stories 
and learn about what 
supports helped youth 
succeed. The stories will be used as 
a way to highlight students and their  

achievements.
If you know of any youth or alumni 

of care between the ages of 18 and 24 
who are currently enrolled 
in high school or college 
we would love to hear 
from them.  

Contact Fostering Suc-
cess Michigan Student 
Researcher, Brittney Grant, 
at fostering-info@wmich.
edu to have the interview 
questions sent directly to 
your inbox.

We look forward to featuring youth 
and alumni stories from across the 
state!

S H A R E  Y O U R  S U C C E S S  S T O R YC A L E N D A R 
O F

E V E N T S
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